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… the Okanagan Valley is one of the warmest regions in 
Canada…[h]igh value tree fruits and vineyards, pasture 
and forage areas, and vegetable crops are splayed across 
the landscape...

However, with recent warming due to climate change, 
this agriculture land is at risk of drying up…many water 
supply systems in the region may not be able to meet 
future demands based on the current supply capacity. 

Serious decisions will have to be made regarding the best 
way for the Okanagan region to prepare for the impacts 
of climate change. 

Expanding the Dialogue on Climate Change and Water 
Management in the Okanagan Basin 2005
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100+ Year Old Regime

Provincial focus



1. Prior Allocation (licensing)



2. First in Time, First In Right



3. Specific Purpose



4. Appurtenance & Works



5. Use it or Lose it



6. Pay for Use



Water Act Modernization
Proposed Changes



Protect stream health & 
aquatic environments



Introduce more flexibility & 
efficiency into the water 

allocation system



Regulate groundwater 
extraction and use



Improve water governance



Other Issues

Aboriginal water rights

Priority of environmental 
(instream) and agricultural uses

Adaptive management

Monitoring & enforcement

Regulation vs. compensation



Models

Enhanced Provincial Role

Watershed Agencies

Regional District Leadership
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