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Please Join Us!

The Fresh Outlook Foundation is hosting the second annual
Building SustainAble Communities conference for elected
officials and staff from local governments throughout BC. 

Last year’s conference drew 215 people, with almost a third
being elected officials, another third being administrators,
and a final third being planners, engineers, consultants, etc.
The province as a whole was very well represented, with
delegates coming from throughout the Okanagan and as
far away as Dawson Creek, Fort St. John, Mackenzie, 
Cranbrook, Nelson, Kimberley, Kitimat, Lytton, Smithers,
Prince George, the lower mainland, and Vancouver Island. 

Verbal and written evaluations were overwhelmingly 
positive. Seventy-eight percent of delegates were “very 
satisfied” with the topics and agenda, while 80 percent
were “very satisfied” with the speakers. More than 
85 percent were satisfied with networking opportunities.
Probably most significantly, 97 percent of participants
thought the conference should be an annual event. To that
end, the foundation has scheduled it for November 20th to
22nd, 2007, again at the Coast Capri Hotel in Kelowna. 

Conference organizers considered all evaluation feedback
and survey responses in the development of this year’s
agenda. In fact, of the twelve most requested topics, nine
are being addressed by world-class speakers from 
throughout North America. These topics include:

• sustainability indicators, 

• internal barriers to sustainability, 

• trends in water sustainability, 

• new technologies for energy efficiency, 

• trends in transportation demand management, 

• consumerism and our throwaway economy,

• zero waste, 

• climate change, and 

• growth controls.  

Please join us for these and the more than 30 other 
sustainability topics being explored at this year’s event. 



Here’s what they’re saying about BSC…

“Last year’s Building Sustainable Communities conference was one
of the best I have attended. It was well organized, passionately
moderated, and full of valuable information from some of the 
leaders in the field. We were still buzzing from the amazing energy
that was there long after the event was over.”

— Ken Melamed
Mayor, Resort Municipality of Whistler

“The date is in my daytimer, and I will encourage all of my fellow
Penticton councillors to attend. The sessions I attended last year
with our mayor were real eye openers for us.”

— Rory McIvor
Councillor, City of Penticton

“I had many people tell me that the 2006 conference was the best
that they had ever attended on the topic of sustainability. I was
most impressed with the program organization and quality. 
I will be promoting both Nanaimo councillors and staff attending 
future events.”

— Jerry Berry, MPA
City Manager, City of Nanaimo

“Last year’s conference has only got me thirsty for more.” 

— Greg Dobrowolski
Director of Development Services, 
City of Dawson Creek

“The conference was very helpful to those in local government,
who, as a result of their participation, are better translating 
sustainable thinking into everyday work ethic.” 

— Dave Smith, PIBC, MCIP
Director of Planning & 
Development Services, 
District of Peachland

“This conference added considerable momentum to the sustain-
ability movement in at least two critically important ways. First, it
brought the ideas of an incredible array of innovative thinkers with
diverse perspectives on sustainability to our doorstep to share their
thoughts and experiences. Second, it engaged and challenged the
key decision-makers to embrace the sustainability debate in 
meaningful ways that motivate us all into action. BSC is sure to 
become one of the must-be-seen-at events for everyone who is 
interested in and responsible for sustainable communities.”

— Dr. Bernie Bauer
Dean, Irving K. Barber School of 
Arts & Sciences
UBC-Okanagan



For speakers' bios and abstracts, please 
visit www.freshoutlookfoundation.org

and click on ‘Coming Events.’

2 . Forest Community Bio-Economy: 
Award-Winning Responses to 
Catastrophic Climate Change 
in Quesnel
Jim Savage — Executive Director, Quesnel 
Community & Economic Development Comm.

3. The BC Government’s Climate 
Action Agenda
Warren Bell — BC Climate Action
Secretariat

2:10 The Climate-Change Playbook: 
Building a Roadmap and Toolkit for
American and Canadian Cities
Mark Holland — Partner, 
Holland Barrs Planning Group

3:00 REFRESHMENT BREAK

3:20 Envisioning Climate-Friendly Futures
for BC Communities Using MetroQuest
Dave Biggs will facilitate this interactive session
using computer-generated modelling software to
show the potential effects of climate change on
BC’s future.

4:30 Closing Remarks

6:00 DINNER WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Colin Grant, president of Visible Strategies,
will join the dots between global, national, 
regional, and local climate-change targets and
the interacting crises they can address. He will
share real-life examples of communities
around the world that are already achieving
the types of results others are talking about
achieving by the middle of the century. And he
will present a potential model and tools for
linking world-level-goals to local actions that
could address multiple challenges. 

7:30 REGISTRATION

8:30 Opening Remarks

8:45 Climate Change 101 for Local 
Governments
Andrea Reimer, Wilderness Committee

9:30 Tackling Climate Change: The Need 
for Solutions that Work
Guy Dauncey — President, 
BC Sustainable Energy Association

10:15 REFRESHMENT BREAK

10:30 Exploring Legal and Policy Challenges 
and Solutions
Susan Rutherford — Staff Lawyer, 
West Coast Environmental Law

11:15 Building Resilient Communities: 
Emerging Tools for Managing the
Growing Exposure to Severe Weather
Paul Kovacs — Executive Director, 
Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

12:00 LUNCH

1:10 Breakout 

1. The Carbon Challenge and 
Potential Solutions
Dr. James Tansey — Chair of Business 
Ethics, Sauder School of Business, UBC

Tuesday November 20th

The Climate-Change Conundrum: 
Decision-Makers’ Roles and Responsibilities


